
Dear Prayer Supporters,                  January - February 2014

Happy New Year from the Shelby Family.  We have had a very busy ending to 2013 and the starting of 
2014.  God has blessed in many ways, and we are excited about His work for this New Year.  

Abigail is finishing her last semester of 12th grade, and she will going back to the USA to graduate with 
our home church’s school graduation in May.  She will be traveling with Tonya, as Tonya will be taking care 
of her six month doctor’s appointments for her blood levels.  

In December, we held our annual youth camp in Kisii Town at our main church.  We had over 100 youth 
and counselors that attended with the theme of “The Army of the Lord.”  There were many first timers 
this time, and there were 22 precious young people who got saved.  It was very crowded, but it was very 
successful!

We had a Watch-night Service at the church here in Kisii Town, to bring in the New Year.  The service 
started at 7p.m. and was over at 7 a.m.  We had a New Year's sunrise service and baptized 7 to get 2014 
off to a wonderful start!  This church has also reached their $3,000 mark for beginning the construction 
of a new 350-400 seat auditorium.  We are expecting to start building in the next two weeks (mid-
February).  Also this year, Calvary Baptist Church (Kisii) voted to support three national missionaries to 
surrounding countries in East Africa:  Tanzania, Burundi, and the Congo.  This support is in addition to the 
other Kenyan projects that they already support!  It is a great joy to see the way the Lord is blessing this 
church.

In our last letter, we made mention that one of our Graduates (Bro. George) was helping us in rebuilding 
the church in Rongo, after the pastor passed away in August.  He is doing a very good job, and since 
September we have seen nearly 50 souls saved on visitation and in services.  In January, we were able to 
baptize 6.  Please pray that God will continue to bless the work in Rongo. 

Since the New Year began, we have opened classes for South Nyanza Baptist College with 12 new 
students in Kisii, and a few more sitting in on classes in our extension branch in Sidundo.  It is exciting to 
see these new faces mixing with the old, and to see their eagerness to learn the Word of God.

We have also started a Bible Study in the village of Gingo, where I am able to go for two days each a 
month.  We had almost 20 adults for the two days!  We have known people in this village for the last few 
years, but there has been a great language barrier.  So as I am learning the Luo language and using lessons 
that have been translated into their language.  I am being assisted by other Luo preachers who have the 
opportunity to go with me.

There are two other churches in the process of getting started in Gesabakwa and Nyamiobo, both Kisii 
villages about 45 minutes from Kisii town.  And in Sidundo, we are starting to visit in surrounding village 
centers and markets to see where the Lord will open the doors for new churches to be started there as 
well.  In Sidundo, we also had 9 adults saved, and 11 baptized the first weekend of February.   
Thank you for your prayers and support for our ministry,

Luke and Tonya Shelby


