
Orphan Ministry Update

Over the last year we have needed to re-evaluate our orphan ministry and upgrade some things 
according to the current needs of the children.  We have finished most of the work on the 
fencing and are doing maintenance and repair on some of the buildings.  We also needed to get 
new mattresses, blankets, and mosquito nets for all of the children.  We have used $4,000 in 
Sidundo over the last year, and there are still several other things that we would like to do.

There are currently 17 children, and we are planning to invite other children in the community 
who we know need help.  (Originally, we only accepted those who were in our church already). 
There were some issues in the community while we were gone on furlough, and we are working 
on resolving them.  Some of the older orphans have finished school and are working now.  We 
still have contact with several of them through their families, and we have helped a few of them 
get jobs.  We are thankful that God is continuing to bless them. Please continue to pray for 
them.

We have tried in the past to help with school fees for the children once they get into high school, 
because education is not free at that level in Kenya.  We were only able to help a couple of 
them at a time due to the lack of orphan ministry support.  Most of the guardians are unable to 
support the orphans during high school; this causes the boys to look for work early, and the girls 
to get married early. This year we have five students who need help with school fees; depending 
on the grade level, it will cost between $250-$300 per year, per child.  Uniforms, shoes, and 
books are an additional $100 per child.  According to orphan ministry support that we have 
coming in monthly, and from special offerings, it will not be possible for us to do this.  At this 
point, we can only help the children with some of their fees on as extra funds are available.  The 
general cost for taking care of the children to cover their needs for food and lodging is $30 per 
month, per child. We have just recently reached an average of $500 per month coming in for the 
orphan ministry.  Adding the school fees to the food and lodging, would make total cost for their 
needs to be $60 monthly per child.  Right now in two locations (Sidundo and Kuresoi) we are 
helping 30 children.  

If you would be willing to adopt a child for their school fees or uniforms, please contact us by 
email; and we will give you more information about the children and their needs.  Thank you for 
your prayers for this ministry and your love and care for these children. 

God bless you.

Luke and Tonya Shelby


